
2026 YEAR 7 & 8 
CURRICULUM  
HANDBOOK

We are proud to be your local government secondary college



WELCOME

2

Welcome to Year 7 and Year 8 at Beechworth Secondary College.                                                                            

We are proud to lead this school through an exciting period of redevelopment and growth, in our 
facilities and in the learning programs we offer. The school values its strong connections to the people 
and history of this diverse community of Beechworth, Yackandandah, Stanley and the wider Indigo 
Valley. 

At Beechworth Secondary College we have a strong focus on academic and personal success and 
wellbeing.  We aim to engage our students and offer the support and extension they need. We believe 
in upholding the school values which challenge our learners to grow and to develop holistically. We will 
position your child for a successful pathway post secondary education. 

We have adapted our work as educators effectively to respond to the changing educational 
environment, continually reflecting on the science of learning and the science of teaching. Our 
dedicated team of teachers and support staff are continually updating their skills and knowledge to 
respond to the needs of individual students. Whilst a strong academic focus is important, we also 
acknowledge that there is so much more that goes into a successful educational experience. We offer 
a rich array of extra-curricular activities and have something for everyone to find success and build the 
skills, knowledge and relationships which will support them throughout their life. Beechworth 
Secondary College continues to be responsive to the needs of the community we serve.

Patricia Broom
Principal
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OUR VALUES 
Our college values underpin every aspect of our daily work at school. Our values guide our 
behaviours, support our choices and help us build strong social relationships with each other. 

Our college values are embedded within our Positive Behaviour Supports and ARC, our whole 
school pastoral care program. 

ASPIRE - We value hard work and effort. We are committed to learning. We set high expectations 
for ourselves and others. 

RESPECT - We build respectful relationships. We respect ourselves and value diversity. 
We care for the environment. 

CONTRIBUTE - We participate in, and contributing to, the school and wider community. We 
forger strong connections with our wider community.
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OUR VALUES 
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2026 CURRICULUM STRUCTURE

  
Learning in Year 7 and Year 8 at Beechworth Secondary College

Core subjects for Year 7 and 8 are English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, Health & 
PE and ARC. In addition, students rotate through a range of Visual Arts, Performing Arts, 
Design Technology, Digital Technology subjects to complete their program.  

Beechworth Secondary College runs a weekly timetable with session lengths of 74 minutes 
and Home Group each morning. 

CORE SUBJECTS - YEAR LONG ARTS & TECHNOLOGY ROTATION  
Two subjects per term 

English: 3 Sessions Visual Art: 2 sessions for one term

Mathematics: 3 Sessions Visual Communication: 2 sessions for one 
term

Science: 2 Sessions Music: 2 sessions for one term

Humanities: 2 Sessions Drama: 2 sessions for one term

Health/PE: 3 Sessions Wood Technology: 2 sessions for one term

ARC: 1 Session Food Technology: 2 sessions for one term

Home Group: 5 Sessions (15 minutes) STEM: 2 sessions for one term

ICT: 2 sessions for one term



6

English: 3 sessions per week 

In Year 7 English, students learn how to draw on personal knowledge, and other sources to create 
imaginative, analytical and persuasive texts. They use language features, text structures, and images for 
effect. When creating and editing texts students learn to demonstrate understanding of grammar, use a 
variety of more specialised vocabulary and use accurate spelling and punctuation. Students are also 
encouraged to actively contribute to class and group discussions in order to develop their speaking and 
listening skills. 

Semester One  
• Common Assessment Task 1: Beechworth Gaol Writing Folio  
• Common Assessment Task 2: Hero’s Journey animation  
• Common Assessment Task 3: CSI poster talk  

In Year 8 English, students learn to understand how the selection of descriptive language features can 
be used for particular purposes and effects. They learn to explain the effectiveness of language choices 
they use to influence the audience. Students analyse texts, drawing connections between what they read 
and the real world. When creating and editing texts, they take into account intended purposes and 
concerns of audiences. They demonstrate understanding of grammar and select vocabulary for effect 
and use accurate spelling and punctuation. 

Semester One 
• Common Assessment Task 1: Descriptive Writing 
• Common Assessment Task 2: The Outsiders Padlet Resource 
• Common Assessment Task 3: Wide Reading Assignment - AI

ENGLISH
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HUMANITIES
Humanities: 2 sessions per week 

Humanities in Year 7 consists of History; Business and Economics; Civics and Citizenship; and 
Geography. In Semester 1, students complete the following units:  

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples and Cultures 
• Producers and Consumers in Business 
• Water in the World 
• Australian Constitution, Government and Parliament 

Humanities in Year 8 consists of History; Geography; Business and Economics; and Civics and 
Citizenship. In Semester 1, students complete the following units:  
• The Vikings 
• Landscapes and Landforms 
• Immigration to Australia 
• Business Operations 
Students learn, practice and demonstrate new skills in each of the four disciplines, which allow them to 
deepen their knowledge and understanding of key concepts and content. 
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MATHEMATICS
Mathematics: 3 periods per week 

In Year 7 Mathematics, students learn to solve problems involving the order, addition and subtraction of 
integers. Students investigate properties of parallel lines and angles formed when they are crossed by 
a transversal. They learn to recognise number patterns and describe these patterns, applying 
understanding of number properties. Students build their knowledge and practice when working with 
fractions, decimals and percentages. Students use online resources and teacher support to assess 
areas of strength and improvement, then work independently to develop their understanding of 
identified mathematical concepts and processes. 

Semester One and Semester Two 
• Common Assessment Task 1: Mathematical Progression 
• Common Assessment Task 2: Tests 

 
In Year 8 Mathematics, students learn to recognise irrational numbers, apply exponent laws, and solve 
problems involving the four operations with integers and positive rational numbers. They use 
mathematical modelling for practical problems involving ratios, percentages, and rates, and employ 
appropriate metric units for measurement problems, including perimeter, area, volume, and the 
application of Pythagoras’ theorem. They also solve problems involving circle measurements and time 
durations across time zones. Additionally, students conduct statistical investigations, analyse data 
distributions, and compare variations in random samples with respect to shape, central tendency, and 
range. 

Semester One and Semester Two 
Common Assessment Task 1: Mathematical progression 
Common Assessment Task 2: Tests 
Common Assessment Task 3: Investigation
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SCIENCE
Science: 2 periods per week 

In Year 7 Science, students investigate how scientists work collaboratively and individually, in the laboratory 
or the field, to plan and conduct investigations. Students make predictions, control variables and record 
their results, communicating their results using scientific language. Students study how the properties of 
matter can be explained using the particle model and look at how substances such as water can exist in 
three states. Students explore how water cycles through our environment and investigate how humans rely 
on the natural resources of the Earth, both renewable and non-renewable. 

Semester One and Semester Two 
Common Assessment Task 1: Scientific Knowledge and Understanding 
Common Assessment Task 2: Science Inquiry Skills 

In Year 8 Science, students learn to make accurate measurements and control variables in experiments to 
analyse relationships between system components. They explore and explain these relationships using 
appropriate representations. Students learn to make predictions and propose explanations, drawing on ev-
idence to support their views. Students study chemistry and explore changes in matter at a particle level to 
distinguish between chemical and physical change. Students explore cells as the basic unit of life and 
compare and contrast between cell types and activities. 

Semester One and Semester Two 
Common Assessment Task 1: Scientific Knowledge and Understanding 
Common Assessment Task 2: Science Inquiry Skills
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LANGUAGES - FRENCH
French: 2 periods per week 

In Year 7 French, students participate in a variety of activities to develop their understanding of the 
language, including the development of reading, writing, listening, speaking and viewing 
capabilities. Studying themes such as French culture, history, geography, colours and celebrity 
families, by the end of Semester One students are able to establish the core of the French 
language, enabling them to describe themselves and others. They are able to convey basic 
factual information by presenting themselves, their age, greet one another and explain where they 
live as well as describing other family members. 

Semester One 
Common Assessment Task 1: La France Poster 
Common Assessment Task 2: The Colour Brochure 

In Year 8 French, students participate in a variety of activities to develop their understanding of the 
language, including the development of reading, writing, listening, speaking and viewing 
capabilities. Studying themes such as AFL in France, French music, French comics and the Tour 
de France, students are able to grasp the similarities and differences which occur between their 
own culture and France. They also are able to also revise topics such as greetings, numbers, body 
parts, introductions and likes/dislikes, allowing them to describe themselves and others. 

Semester One 
Common Assessment Task 1: Tout sur Moi (All About Me) 
Common Assessment Task 2: French music by decades



11

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
In Year 7 and Year 8 Physical Education students focus on the acquisition of movement skills, concepts 
and strategies to enable them to confidently, competently and creatively participate in a range of physical 
activities. As a foundation for lifelong physical activity participation and enhanced performance, students 
develop proficiency in movement skills, physical activities and movement concepts.

Common Assessment Task 1: Participation 
Common Assessment Task 2: Skill

In Year 7 Health, students develop their understanding and learn to apply online and social protocols to 
enhance relationships with others and protect their own wellbeing, including recognising and responding 
to inappropriate online content. Students also investigate respectful relationships and examine values 
and beliefs about cultural and social issues such as gender, race, violence, sexuality and disability.

Common Assessment Task 1: Internet and the Law 
Common Assessment Task 2: Who am I?

In Year 8 Health, students access and assess health information and services that support young people 
to manage changes and transitions as they grow older. Students investigate how respecting diversity and 
challenging racism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia and disability discrimination influences individual 
and community health and wellbeing. 

Common Assessment Task 1: Prevention and Support of Mental Health Issues 
Common Assessment Task 2: Cultural Diversity in our Society
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THE ARTS
Visual Arts
One term, 2 sessions per week	 	  

In Year 7 and Year 8 Art, students develop practical skills in drawing, painting, photography and other art 
forms. Students research artists from different times and cultures. They develop an understanding of 
colour theory, acrylic paint mixing and use the conventions of single point perspective to create depth in a 
landscape. They experiment with camera skills and compositional techniques to produce a digital 
photography portfolio. 

Year 7 Common Assessment Task 1: Studio Landscape Painting 
Year 8 Common Assessment Task 2: Digital Photography Portfolio 

Visual Communication
One term, 2 sessions per week	 	 	  

In Year 7 and Year 8 Visual Communication, students develop technical and freehand drawing skills; 
research and analysis skills; and an understanding of the Design Elements and Principles. Students are 
introduced to the Design Process and respond to specified design needs in a Brief. 

Year 7 Common Assessment Task 1: Story in a Matchbox 
Year 8 Common Assessment Task 2: Street Scene

Music
One term, 2 sessions per week 

In Year 7 and Year 8 Music, students develop their understanding of rhythm through critical listening, 
performance, improvisation and composition. They develop their knowledge of crochet and quaver 
rhythms, and they use and combine these elements through improvisation and experimentation to 
compose a rhythm duet that they perform to an audience. Students choose an instrument to focus on 
where they follow a scaffolded independent learning program to develop the playing skills over time, on 
their chosen instrument, for performance. 

Year 7 Common Assessment Task 1: Music Research Project 
Year 8 Common Assessment Task 2: Rhythm Duet
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
ICT
One term, 2 sessions per week	 	  

In Year 7 and Year 8 Digital Technologies, students explain how text, image and sound data can be 
represented and secured in digital systems and presented using digital systems. They analyse and 
evaluate data from a range of sources to model solutions and create information. They manage the 
collaborative creation of interactive ideas, information and projects and use appropriate codes of 
conduct when communicating online. Students define and deconstruct problems in terms of functional 
requirements and constraints. They design user experiences and algorithms incorporating branching 
and iterations, and develop, test, and modify digital solutions. Students evaluate information systems 
and their solutions in terms of meeting needs, innovation and sustainability. 

Year 7 Common Assessment Task 1: Coursework 
Year 8 Common Assessment Task 2: Digital Product 

STEM
One term, 2 sessions per week	 	 	  

In Year 7 and Year 8 STEM, students embark on an exciting journey into engineering and technology 
through two immersive projects. They design and 3D model CO2-powered cars using Fusion360, 
bringing their concepts to life with 3D printing technology. Students delve into robotics, designing and 
building robots with VEX robotics parts. This hands-on experience include assembling components, 
understanding circuitry, and programming their robots. The curriculum emphasised problem-solving 
and iterative design, encouraging students to refine their creations for optimal performance. 
Culminating in a demonstration event, this course equip students with practical skills in 3D modelling, 
fabrication, and robotics, fostering a passion for innovation and laying a solid foundation for future 
STEM exploration. 

Year 7 Common Assessment Task 1: 3D Printed Car 
Year 8 Common Assessment Task 2: VEX Robotics
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
Wood Technology
One term, 2 sessions per week	 	  

In Year 7 and Year 8 Wood Technology - Wood, students are introduced to OH&S and environmental 
issues for different materials and explore how designers use the “design process” and how wood 
materials are manufactured. They are introduced to tools and equipment using different processes to 
develop solutions while making a set product. Students develop and present a simple design brief and 
then a finished product that is a reflection of their learning and skills. 

Year 7 Common Assessment Task 1: Kub Kar Project 
Year 8 Common Assessment Task 2: Toolbox Project 

Food Technology
One term, 2 sessions per week	 	 	  

In Year 7 and Year 8 Food Technology, students learn safe food handling processes and how to apply 
safe procedures when using a variety of materials, components, tools, equipment and techniques 
during food preparation. They reflect on their processes through completing sensory evaluations of the 
meals they prepared and relevant vocabulary to food production. Students are introduced to the 
Australian Dietary Guidelines and learn about food groups and the nutrients available in foods to best 
achieve a healthy and balanced diet. Students explore fruit and vegetables, eggs and use of herbs 
and spices in detail, using a variety of research methods to gain an understanding into food 
production.

Year 7 Common Assessment Task 1: Cafe culture 
Year 8 Common Assessment Task 2: Farm to table
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LEARNING SUPPORT AND INCLUSION
Learning support is in place across the college to ensure that every student achieves success 
with their education, and experiences an inclusive school environment. 

• Learning Support staff attend classes and are available during breaks to support social 
learning. 

• Staff are trained in literacy and numeracy intervention practices, providing additional 
support through timetabled small group or individual intervention sessions. 

• Regular Student Support Group (SSG) meetings are held for students in need of 
assistance to ensure parents and teachers are kept informed of individual requirements. 

• Our Disability Inclusion Coordinator and our Year 7 Transition Team work closely with the 
primary schools to ensure a supported transition is in place. 
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HIGH ABILITY OPPORTUNITIES
The Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series provides extension and enrichment activities 
across the curriculum to engage, challenge and extend high-ability students. Each year BSC 
nominates students to participate in activities within the series according to their abilities and 
interests. 

The Victorian High-Ability program gives Department nominated high ability students the 
opportunity to participate in 10-week online enrichment programs, in English and 
Mathematics, through Virtual School Victoria. After completing the virtual program, students 
participate in a face-to-face masterclass with other high-ability students from schools in their 
local area. 

For more information about High Ability Learning at Beechworth Secondary College, please 
contact Patricia Broom. 



Students can choose to learn to play a specific instrument in lessons with one of our 
Instrumental Music tutors. We offer lessons on guitar, piano, bass guitar, drums, and vocals. 
Students learn in small groups to develop their playing skills and, as they progress in their 
proficiency, have the option to join an ensemble or performance group. Fees apply to 
participate in this program. For more information, contact Alex O’Connor. 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
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SPORT
Our Sport Program includes: 

• School based swimming, athletics and cross country house carnivals 
• Ovens and Mitta District sport teams 

Beechworth Secondary College is a long standing and successful member of the School Sport 
Victoria competition. Students may also be involved in sport leadership roles including house 
captaincy, umpiring, scoring, team and event management. 

• All students take part in three house carnivals each year in swimming, cross country and 
athletics, where successful students are then eligible to compete at district, region and then 
state level.  

• The college competes in the Ovens and Mitta District sport group in major carnivals for 
swimming, cross country and athletics 

• Termly inter-school competitions offer Tennis, Volleyball, Water Polo, Cricket, AFL, Soccer, 
Netball, Badminton, European Handball, Basketball, Table Tennis, Golf, Lawn Bowls and 
Touch Rugby.  

• In our small school, there is a place for everyone on our teams! 



YEAR 7 OUTDOOR SCHOOL - BOGONG

Our Year 7 Transition start up camp is a fantastic opportunity that is only open to 3 schools in the Alpine 
district. They start their journey at BSC with a 5 day, subsidised camp at the excellent Department of 
Education Bogong Outdoor School, near Falls Creek. This program has a distinct focus on developing 
students’ awareness and management of themselves and their capacity to make responsible decisions, 
learning more effectively. The activities challenge and extend students for optimal learning. Activities take 
place both within the Bogong Village environs and the Bogong High Plains, enabling students to develop 
a knowledge and understanding of the alpine and sub-alpine environment. The overnight campout 
component involves students being in a temporary community environment, developing the skills to be 
living independently. During the week, they enjoy the beautiful High Plains, great food and dormitory 
accommodation, rock climbing, canoeing, raft building, and the environmental and sustainability 
programs and wildlife experiences onsite. These are run by highly trained DE Outdoor Ed teachers. By 
spending time as a year 7 group, and our school staff, our students’ move into secondary college is 
exciting, personally rewarding and well supported. This program also leads the students into the more 
extensive Future Makers program run for all Year 9. 

Please take the time to review their website: http://www.outdoorschool.vic.edu.au 

The Year 9 Future Makers Program and the Alpine School is only available to government schools. 

http://www.outdoorschool.vic.edu.au


YEAR 8 EXPERIENCES
Each year we run a Year 8 camp OR series of day trips to notable places in Victoria. These experiences 
offer our Year 8 students  the opportunity to develop both independence and confidence, whilst building 
positive connections with peers. The Year 8 experiences are designed to promote fitness and health, plus 
motivate students to extend themselves physically and socially. Furthermore, students gain survival 
strategies that last a lifetime and “develop a greater team ethos that shines in the classroom”. The camp 
or experience days also cover areas such as: Health and Physical Education, Interpersonal Development, 
Geography, Thinking Processes, Communication.




